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HISTORY of a CASE in which very UNCOMMON 
WORMS were difcharged from the STOMACH; with 
OBSERVATIONS thereon. By SAMUEL CRUMPE, 
M. D. M. R. L A. 



X HE lady whofe cafe I am about to relate had been for many ReadDecem- 
years fubje^l to inflammatory afFedions of the lungs, which gene- ^^^^*^ ^^^^' 
rally terminated in a copious and long continued expedoration. 
r was called to her affiftance for the firft time on the 2d of 
November 1788 ; fhc was then about twenty-jfix years of age and 
had been about two years married. She appeared to me to labour 
under the fymptoms which charaderize the advanced ftages of 
phthifis pulmonalis, and which need not here be enumerated ; 
and to thefe, according to her own account, fhe had been more 
or lefs liable every winter and fpring for fome years back. As 
her fweats were very profufe, and fhe complained much of trou- 
blefome cough, and want of reft, the principal remedies prefcri- 
bed were thofe calculated to reftrain the preiTing fymptoms ; 
and confifted chiefly of the weak vitriolic acid, and thebaic 
tindture. By thefe fhe found herfelf relieved until the 2 2d of 
Vol, VL H December, 
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December, when ihc was feized w^ith an evident peripneumony, 
attended by confiderable pain under the fternum, which required, 
and yielded to, copious blood-letting and blifters. It terminated 
as uiual in an abundant expedoration, and fhe recovered from 
it but Ilowly. About the latter end of February however flie 
began to gain ftrength and foon after was to all appearance 
perfcdly recovered, 

On the 14th of July 1789 I was again called to her, and 
found her again labouring under the fymptoms of pneumonic 
inflammation; from which (he was by the ufual mode of treat- 
ment freed in four or five days. 

August 4th I was again called on. She has been troubled 
for five or fix days paft with a vomiting of blood, which generally 
recurs twice or thrice in the twenty-four hours; and is preceded 
by a fetifc of weight and opprefllon about the praecordia, which 
are relieved by the vomiting. The quantity thrown up is vari- 
ous at diiferent times; fometimes a tea-cup full, fometimes not 
two table-fpoon ftijis, and generally in clots. Complaints alfo of 
want of fleep, profufe night fweats, tendency to cough, which is 
prevented by great forenefs in her cheft, want of appetite, and 
fometimes difficulty of breathing ; pulfe natural in point of fre- 
quency, but very full, belly regular. She was bled to about 
eight ounces, blood remarkably fizy. 

August 6. Symptoms as before, excepting the pulfe, which 
is very natural. She was ordered an infufion of the bark, with 
the vitriolic acid, and a mucilaginous opiate. 

August 
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August 8. Has continued to take the infufion regularly ; 
vomiting of blood ftili continues ; fleeps rather better • cough eafy •, 
fweats continue. Let the infufion be continued. 

August 12. Took the infufion regularly. Vomiting of blood 
continues ; fweats as before, cough eafy, and expedoraiion free. 

August 13. Has taken the infufion regularly. Vomiting of 
blood has ceafed ; but fhe is troubled with retchings and vomit- 
ing every morning, preceded by fweats, and a gnawing fenfa- 
tion in the ftomach. In vomiting this morning fays flie threw 
up three fmall worms, which have not been preferved. Cough 
has difappeared ; fweats decreafing, except before the morning 
vomiting J fleeps pretty well. Continue. 

August 24. The vomiting has recurred at intervals without 
any worms having been thrown up, 'till this morning, when 
a confiderable number of fmall ones, and of an uncommon ftiape, 
were difcharged. Sweats have almoft entirely ceafed, and fhe is 
in other refpeds well. Continue the infufion. 

September 3. Was feized this morning with a return of 
vomiting, when file threw up a confiderable number of worms 
fimilar to the laft, and one of a much larger fize and different 
fliape, mixed with bloody and corrupted matter ^ the fmall ones 
were fo numerous they could not be reckoned, the entire mat- 
ter thrown up being full of them. No cough, dyfpnoea, or other 
diftrcfllng fymptom, 

I^. Stanni pulverati drachmam, Salis Martis granum, fiant 

pulveres tales 06I0, & fumat unum quater de die. — Repetatur In- 

fufum Corticis. 

H 2 September 
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September 5th. Has taken the whole of the powders ; flight 
returns of vomiting ; no appearance of worms \ fhe was ordered 
and took a vomit of Ipecacuanha-wine, which operated well, but 
neither worms or bloody matter were difcharged. The infufion 
was ordered to be continued. 

September 26th. Sweats have difappeared ^ cough is but flight ; 
the vomiting pretty frequently recurs, but is not preceded by any 
unufual fenfation, nor is it more frequent than in her former 
pregnancy. No appearance of blood or worms j ftrength in gene- 
ral much improved. 

She was ordered to omit all medicines, was fafely delivered 
of her child at the ufual time, and is now in perfed health ; 
though in general delicate, and fubjed to violent colds. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The worms thrown ijp are delineated -of the natural fizc 
and appearance in fig. i. and 2. Fig. i. reprefents the large 
one,^confifting of ahead and twelve joints ^ the three firft joints 
are furniflied each with a pair of legs, which all the others 
want. Fig, 2. reprefents the fmall worm, of which fuch num- 
bers were difcharged ; and fig. 3. the belly of the fame, viewed 
through a good common magnifying-glafs. It confifts of a head 
and ten joints, and has three double rows of legs ; one double 
row on each fide, and one double row of fliorter ones down 
the middle of the belly. It has befides three legs projeding in 
the form of a tail from the laft joint. 

All thcfe worms fliewcd figns of animation when difcharged, 
efpecially on being expofed to the heat of the fun, but foon 

died. 
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died. They appear to me to be the larvae of fome infed, but 
of what particular fpecies I am not naturalift minute enough to 
determine. The large one appears very fimilar to the larva of 
the common beetle. Wc have many inftances related by va- 
rious authors, of diiFerent fpecies of worms difcharged from the 
inteftinal canal ; but of the different defcriptions I have read, or 
fpecimens I have fccn preferved in anatomical coUedions, none 
have ftruck me as in any degree iimilar to thofe difcharged by 
the patient whofe cafe has been juft related. It is probable, as 
has before been mentioned, that the worms difcharged were 
the larvae of fome infed which does not ufually depofit its eggs 
in any part of the human frame ; but which having been acci- 
dentally depofited in, or conveyed into the body, were hatched, 
and acquired the fize and form we have delineated. 

That flies of various kinds depofit their eggs in living ani- 
mal bodies, and that thefe eggs are by the heat of the animal 
hatched and transformed into maggots, is evident from the in- 
ftance of many fo produced in the re6tum of horfes, and backs 
of black cattle. The human body being in general better covered, 
and better defended from the attempts of fuch infeds, does not 
exhibit fo many inftances of this nature. Still however it is 
liable to their attacks. Many cafes have been publifhed of va- 
rious infeds being hatched, and producing excruciating pain in 
the antrum maxillare, and other cavities leading to the nofe. 
Other worms, evidently the larvas of external infeds, have been 
difcovered in the inteftines : And in the Medical Commenta- 
ries for the year 1787 there is a curious cafe of fome exifting 
under the fl<in. 

A YOVSG 
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A YOUNG lad of about twelve years of age was afflided with 
excruciating pains in his limbs to fuch a degree as to render 
life miferable. The pains were deemed rheumatic, and the ufual 
remedies for that diforder applied without fuccefs. At length 
fomc worms worked their way out of different parts of his body, 
particularly the knees, breaft and f::>rehead , and' he was imme- 
diately after confiderably relieved. The worms are defcribed as 
near an inch long, all in joints on the back, and with hard 
fcales on them. The attending phyfician afcribes their origin 
to fome flies having pierced the fkin and lodged their ova in the 
pundures. Several other boys in the fame part of the country 
were that feafon affedled in a fimilar manner. 

Many inftances have been given by medical authors, of in- 
flammatory and other afledions of the lungs occafioned by worms, 
fome of which proved fatal ; fome being relieved, or totally re- 
moved by the difcharge of thefe animals. Morgagni in the 2d 
book of his incomparable work De Caufts tsf Sedibus Morborum^ 
gives us the cafe of a patient, who laboured under every fymp- 
tom of pleurify, which terminated by his fpitting up a quantity 
of blood with a round worm ; after which he immediately got 
well. He in the fame place quotes a work publifhed by Ignatius 
Pedratti on the pleurify from worms. 

We have other inftances of worms difcharged from the lungs 
by coughing, in Schenkius Ob/erv. De Pulmonibus^ lib. 2, in Lieutuad 
Hifl. Anatom. med. in PercivaFs Efl^ays, and in the works of fe- 
veral other medical writers. 

It may perhaps be imagined that the pulmonic affedions 
under which our patient laboured might have been owing to 

the 
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the worms flie difcharged, which perhaps worked their way down- 
wards from the lungs into the ftomach ; this however does not nppear 
probable ; her having been fubje£t to them for a feries of years, their 
being frequently excited fuddenly by the application of cold, and 
there terminating without the difcharge of any fuch animals, are 
circumftnnces which militate ftrongly againft the idea. 

There can however I believe be little doubt that the com- 
plaints of the ftomach with which flie was feized, and the vo- 
miting of blood, were occafioned by their pre fence ; and that 
they formed for themfelves a nidus in the coats of the ftomach 
Appears pretty evident from the purulent and bloody matter 
which accompanied the difcharge of the laft portion of them. 

None of the fymptoms attending the vomiting of blood were 
fuch as indicated the prefence of worms in the ftomach and in- 
teftines ; nor when their prefence was afcertained did the ver- 
mifuge medicines given appear to accelerate the cure; ftill how- 
ever the cafe may be inftrudive, as proving that the haemate« 
mefis or vomiting of blood fometimes arifes from this fource, 
and therefore that the phyfician ftiould keep fuch a caufe of the 
diforder in view whenever it proves obftinate or dangerous ; and 
the hiftory is curious, as affording one certain fad refpeding the 
nidification of infeds in the internal parts of the human frame. 

Limerick, December i, 1794. 

P. S. I fend the worms themfelves preferved in fpirits of 
wine to be depofited in the colledion of the Academy. 



